Impact of soil amendments on pumpkin yield 
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Five soil management practices were used at the University of Kentucky Research Farm in Fayette County, Kentucky, to study the impact of soil amendments on the yield and quality of three cultivars of pumpkin (Renegade, Howden, and Gumdrop). The soil management practices were: sewage sludge (SS), chicken manure (CM), horse manure (HM), vermicompost (VERMI), and no-mulch (NM) native soil used for comparison purposes. At maturity, plants were harvested, weighed, and classified according to the USDA grades into US No. 1, US No. 2, and culls. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall results revealed that yield obtained from SS treatment was significantly greater (4.4 kg fruit -1) than that of NM treatment (3.6 kg fruit -1). In addition, cultivar Howden produced the greatest fruit weight (4.6 kg fruit-1) compared to Renegade and Gumdrop cultivars (4.1 and 3.3 kg fruit -1, respectively). Using the USDA pumpkin grades, US No. 1 grade had the greatest total weight compared to US No. 2 and culls. We recommend the use of variety Howden for growing pumpkin in soil amended with SS for greater yield and fruit quality.
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