N-Heterocyclic Carbene Complexes via Direct Heating
The binding of imidazole ligands with Nickel(II) complexes with heat alone was tested using 3-butyl-1-propyl-1H-imidazol-3-ium and 2-ethyl-1,3-dipropyl-1H-imidazol-3-ium both with iodide or tetrafluoroborate counter-ions and  Bis(triphenylphosphine)nickel(II) dichloride or nickel(II)chloride. Analysis done using 1H NMR showed that reactions with nickel(II)chloride were unsuccessful. The reactions between 3-butyl-1-propyl-1H-imidazol-3-ium and Bis(triphenylphosphine)nickel(II) dichloride looked promising. Further testing is needed to determine the binding in this reaction.
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