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Abstract

[bookmark: _GoBack]Leafcutter ants are conspicuous components of neotropical forests. Workers of various species cut leaves and bring fragments back to their colony. Small worker ants (hitchhikers) will periodically appear on the leaf fragments carried by larger workers (carriers), however many aspects of this behavior remain unknown. The objective of this study was to determine if hitchhiker size correlates to carrier size. I measured hitchhiker and carrier size of 30 leafcutter ants found along a trail in the Peruvian Amazon. Although there was no difference in size of carriers with and without hitchhikers, hitchhiker size showed a tendency to increase with carrier size (R2=0.15). An appropriate next step would be to explore the relationship between carrier and leaf size. 
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