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[bookmark: _GoBack]Lotus is grown for foods in China and other Asian countries because its seeds and roots are all edible and its flowers can be used for ornamental purposes. It is possible to grow lotus plants in containers. However, management of the plants such as fertilization is not well known. The objective of this study was to determine the effects of fertilization rate on the growth performance of lotus plants. Three varieties of lotus were tested with three levels of fertilization were tested in an experiment with 36 plastic containers (18 gallon volume). The containers were filled with a soil and compost mix to 40 cm deep and rain water covering the soil and 10 cm below the rim of the containers. One root tube was planted into each container on May 1, 2017. Four levels of fertilizer (10-10-10), 10g, 20g, 40g or 80g was applied to each container according to a 3 x 4 factorial design one month after the tubes were planted into the containers. The number of floating leaves and standing leaves were counted each month. The number of standing leaves and total number of leaves increased from containers with 10g fertilizers to containers with 20g fertilizers. However, the number of leaves tended to become lower in containers with 40g or 80g fertilizers. In fact, lotus plants died in several containers with 80g fertilizers. The results indicate that over fertilization could lead to loss of lotus plants. Fertilization at 20g per container would be helpful.
