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[bookmark: _GoBack]Sexual reproduction carries with it many costs in addition to its obvious benefits. Costs associated with mate search, mating displays, and exposure to sexually-transmitted parasites and disease are common in the animal kingdom. Species with particularly aggressive females constitute an additional cost and selection pressure for males advertising to mate. In these animals, males are not only under selection to advertise to the female and outcompete rival males, but they must also correctly gauge female responsiveness to their advertisement. Males of the wolf spider, Tigrosa georgicola, court and slowly approach the large and aggressive females. In this study, we provide a first description of the male courtship display, and then test whether variation in the male display predict mating success by conducting mating trials. In these mating trials, we also quantify the number of female attacks, occurrence of pre-copulatory and post-copulatory cannibalism, and describe female responses to male displays. Our findings help us to understand the evolution of male courtship displays and cognition in species where males are at risk of being cannibalized before having the opportunity to pass on their genes. 
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