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The POGIL approach, or Process Oriented Guided Inquiry Learning, is a form of active learning that is learner-focused.  This approach allows the student to become a more critical thinker and focus on problem-solving as a chance to practice application of what was learned instead of merely obtaining the right answer for a grade.   The POGIL approach, which has been used in a variety of STEM disciplines, was implemented in music, with great success.  An activity entitled “Biology in Music” was developed to engage students in the anatomy and physiology associated with the voice. The activity follows the POGIL approach by the use of the learning cycle and questions designed to engage students in focused team work and exploration. Exam-based assessments indicated that the students retained the information from the activity and were able to apply it in new situations.

