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Abstract:


Textbooks which deal with developmental mathematics have a tendency to make rigid statements. This may of course be considered proper, in that ambiguity in the minds of the students may be forestalled. But what of cases where what is rigidly maintained is not true? Two cases of this will be discussed in this talk: 

(1) that the Order of Operations must be followed as a computational necessity 
and 
(2) that the determination of a Least Common Denominator must be made before fractions can be added or subtracted.

