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Building an interactive tree map for the Bellarmine University campus.  KAITLYN YATES* and DAVID L. ROBINSON, Department of Biology, Bellarmine University, Louisville, KY 40205.      
[bookmark: _GoBack]   The landscape of many college/university campuses serves as both a place of beauty and contemplation, as well as a botanical resource. The focus of this project was to create an online website that would provide students, staff, and faculty of Bellarmine University (Louisville, KY) with the location and identification of 30 different plant species growing on campus. While researching online tree maps from other college campuses, it was observed that many lack detailed photographs that clearly show identifying characteristics of the plants. Therefore, we took numerous photographs and created collages composed of both landscape and close-up images, including distinctive features such as bark texture, leaf arrangement, and leaf shape.  The interactive mapping software (provided by ESRI ArcGIS) is a program that is free, accessible, and relatively easy to use.  The online map includes a zoomable satellite image of the campus with the 30 different trees or shrubs indicated by numbered markers located in the correct position on the map.  This interactive map is published on the internet (http://arcg.is/2bKw7Rm), thus providing the entire Bellarmine community with a resource for understanding more about the flora surrounding them. It should also be useful for students studying botany or ecology.  We recommend other college campuses attempt the same thing.
